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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Amendment filed 08 May 2007. 

2. Claims 1-19, and 21-25 are pending in tiiis case. Claims 1.17 and 25 are 
independent claims. 

Applicant's Response 

3. In Applicant's response dated 08 May 2007, Applicant amended claims 1-6, 8-14. 
17-19 and 22-25; canceled claim 20; argued against all rejections previously set forth in 
the Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5) 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5-1) Claims 1-16 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1-16 and 25 sets forth non-functional descriptive material and fails to set 
forth physical structures or materials comprising of hardware or a combination of 
hardware and software within the technological arts (ie., a computer) to produce a 
"useful, concrete and tangible" result. 

Specifically, the language "computer readable medium" may differ in scope than a 
"computer readable storage medium". A "computer readable medium" may raise a 
possible issue of a "carrier wave", which is non-statutory. 

The Examiner suggests that Applicant amend claims to recite a "computer readable 

* 

storage medium." 



t • 
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Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

6) The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6-1) Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Przekop et al (US 200300789973, published Apr 24, 2003). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Przekop teaches providing electronic versions 
of transcripts with links operably connecting the electronic versions of transcripts with 
electronic versions of exhibits, the method performed on a processor comprising the 
steps of: importing one or more electronic transcript files and one or more electronic 
exhibit files to a publisher; establishing an operable electronic link in at least one of the 
electronic transcript files between the at least one of the electronic transcript files and at 
least one of the electronic exhibit files; writing the one or more electronic transcript files 
and the one or more electronic exhibit files with the established operable electronic link 
to at least one memory file on the computer readable medium; and providing a means 
on the computer readable medium to view the one or more electronic transcript files and 
the operably linked one or more electronic exhibit files. For example, Przekop 
discloses a web-enabled method for distribution of transcript-synchronized video/audio 
recorder of legal proceedings to collaborative workgroups, where the server provides 



I 

i 
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storage for video/audio records and corresponding transcripts (Abstract section). Tlie 
server-side software synchronizes transcript and video/audio record so that each 
transcript line is synchronized to corresponding portion of the video/audio record, each 
transcript line containing a selectable link to the corresponding portion of the 
video/audio record (Abstract section; paragraph 11), providing the benefit of allowing a 
quicker comparison of a deponent's demeanor with the transcript (para 7). The 
examiner characterizes the claimed exhibit file to include video/audio files accessible by 
a viewer (see specification, paragraph 21), and equivalent to the video/audio files 

« * 

disclosed by Przekop (para 16). 

Regarding claim 2, Przekop teaches writing to a portable computer readable medium 
device. Przekop discloses downloading to a laptop (para 28). 
Regarding claim 3. Przekop teaches portable computer readable medium device 
comprises a magnetic disk, an optical disk, a tape, or a removable hard disk (para 28). 
Regarding claim 4, Przekop teaches writing to the computer readable medium that 
comprises a local memory file accessible from a local processor. For example, 
Przekop discloses the server automatically writing the files to a compact disk or 
desktop/laptop (para 28). 

Regarding claim 5, Przekop teaches writing to the computer readable medium that 
comprises a remote memory file accessible from a local processor. For example, 
Przekop discloses a connection be a client and server, where the transcripts can be 
saved to a removable storage medium (para 16). 

Regarding claim 6, Przekop teaches wherein the remote memory file is accessible 
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through a network (paragraph 10, bottom "network such as the Internet"). 
Regarding claim 7, Przekop teaches wherein the network comprises at least one of a 
LAN, WAN, WLAN, Wi Fi network. Ethernet, Internet, World Wide Web, or an optical 
network (paragraph 10, bottom "network such as the Internet"). 
Regarding claim 8, Przekop teaches establishing a network connection between the at 
least one memory file and a local processor; and launching a viewer the provided 
means to view at the local processor. Przekop discloses clients with web browsers for 
viewing the transcript and synchronize yideo/audio (para 13), distributed by the server 
on a connection between client and server (para 16). 

Regarding claim 9, Przekop teaches the step of establishing the operable electronic 
link comprises establishing a hyper-link from the at least one of the one or more 
electronic transcripts to at least one of the one or more electronic exhibits. Przekop 
discloses a link in the transcript and when the member clicks on the line number, the 
software opens the browser window and launches the video services and presents the 
desired portions of the video/audio in its own frame (para 36, bottom). 
Regarding claim 10, Przekop teaches the hyper-link is established in the at least one 
of the one or more electronic transcripts at a first reference to the at least one of the one 
or more electronic exhibits. Przekop discloses a link in the transcript and when the 
member clicks on the line number, the software opens the browser window and 
launches the video services and presents the desired portions of the video/audio in its 
own frame (para 36, bottom). The examiner characterizes this limitation as a hyperlink 
established to reference an electronic exhibit. 
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Regarding claim 11, Przekop teaches the hyper-link is established in the at least one 
of the one or more electronic transcripts at all references to the at least one of the one 
or more electronic exhibits. Przekop discloses a link in the transcript and when the 
member clicks on the line number, the software opens the browser window and 
launches the video services and presents the desired portions of the video/audio in its 
own frame (para 36, bottom). The examiner characterizes this limitation as a hyperlink 
established to reference an electronic exhibit. 

Regarding claim 12, Przekop teaches the hyper-link is established in the at least one 
of the one or more electronic transcripts at one or more user defined link points to the at 
least one of the one or more electronic exhibits. Przekop discloses a link in the 
transcript and when the member clicks on the line number, the software opens the 
browser window and launches the video services and presents the desired portions of 
the video/audio in its own frame (para 36, bottom), where the links are embedded in the 
transcript (para 1 1 ; para 24), embedded by a server 

Regarding claim 13, Przekop teaches a means to view step provides a means to view 
the electronic transcript and the operable electronic linked electronic exhibit 
substantially simultaneously. Przekop discloses a multi-frame web browser with video 
image presented in a first frame 401 and the transcript presented in a second frame 402 
(para 36; fig 4, items 401 and 402; para 42 "user wants to see text as well as video "). 
Regarding claim 14, Przekop teaches providing a means to view step further provides 
independent controls of the viewed electronic transcript and the operable electronic 
linked electronic exhibit. Przekop discloses a multi-frame web browser with video 
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image presented in a first frame 401 and the transcript presented in a second frame 402 
(para 36; fig 4, items 401 and 402; para 42 "user wants to see text as well as video "). 
The examiner interprets each frame (401 and 402) as being independent because the 
user can search the text frame without any action on the video frame. 
Regarding claim 15, Przekop teaches providing an interface to allow a user to select 
one or more electronic transcripts to view. For example, Przekop discloses allowing a 
user to read each transcript (para 30 and 31). If a user is granted access, someone 
must have selected which transcript the designated user is allowed to view. 
Regarding claim 16, Przekop teaches means to view electronic exhibit files selected 
from a group of files consisting of: video, audio, video/audio, animation. MPEGS, still 
images, text files, TIF, PDF, JPG, bitmap, GIF format, and JPEGS (para 16). 
Regarding claim 17, Przekop teaches an electronic transcript arid at least one 
associated electronic exhibit, the computer readable medium comprising: an importing 
module configured to import one or more electronic transcript files and one or more 
electronic exhibit files; an association module configured to establish an operable 
electronic link in the one or more electronic transcript files to provide an operable 
electronic link between at least one of the one or more electronic transcript files and the 
one or more electronic exhibit files; a writing module configured to write the imported 
electronic transcript files and electronic exhibit files with the operable electronic link 
established by the association module to at least one memory file in the computer 
readable medium; and a viewing module in the computer readable medium configured 
to allow a user to view the at least one memory file. For example, Przekop discloses a 
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web-enabled method for distribution of transcript-synchronized video/audio recorder of 
legal proceedings to collaborative workgroups, where the server provides storage for 
video/audio records and corresponding transcripts (Abstract section). The server-side 

■ 

software synchronizes transcript and video/audio record so that each transcript line is 
synchronized to corresponding portion of the video/audio record, each transcript line 
containing a selectable link to the corresponding portion of the video/audio record 
(Abstract section; paragraph 11), providing the benefit of allowing a quicker comparison 
of a deponent's demeanor with the transcript (para 7). The examiner characterizes the 
claimed exhibit file to include video/audio files accessible by a viewer (see specification, 
paragraph 21), and equivalent to the video/audio files discloses by Przekop (para 16). 
Additionally, the video can be imported to conventional litigation support software (para 
28). The transcript file is converted to a .PDF and stored on a server along with the 
associated video/audio records (para 33), which the examiner equates to the claimed 
limitation of importing because storing a transcript on the server implies that the 
transcript was imported or copied onto the server and the conversion to PDF is the 
same as importing to a PDF. The user's can view the transcript and the associated 
video/audio in a browser (as shown in Fig 4; para 36), which is equivalent to the claimed 
viewing module. 

Regarding claim 18, Przekop teaches a writing module is configured to write a file 
accessible to the computer readable medium over a network. For example, Przekop 
discloses saving records and transcripts to a storage medium across a connection 
between client and server (para 16). 
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Regarding claim 19, Przekop teaches the writing module is configured to write the at 
least one memory file to a computer readable medium selected from a group of medium 
consisting of: a magnetic disk, and optical disk, a tape, a removable hard disk, a 
CDROM, or a DVD disk (para 28). For example, Przekop discloses saving records and 
transcripts to a storage medium, across a connection between client and server, such 
as a compact disk (para 16). 

Regarding claim 21. Przekop teaches a viewing module is configured to view at least 
one of video, audio, video/audio, animation, MPEGS, still images, text files, TIF, PDF. 
JPG, bitmap, GIF format, and JPEGS (para 16). 

Regarding claim 22, Przekop teaches the viewing module is configured to access the 
at least one memory file on the computer readable medium through a network 
connection (paragraph 10, bottom "network such as the Internet"). 
Regarding claim 23, Przekop teaches viewing module is configured to download the at 

least one memory file from the computer readable medium. Przekop discloses 

■ 

downloading the transcript and the video/audio record as a MPEG-I file (para 36). 
Regarding claim 24, Przekop teaches viewing module is configured to stream the at 
least one memory file from the computer readable medium. Przekop discloses 
transmitting the video/audio record as a scalable video stream (para 36). 
Regarding claim 25, Przekop teaches a viewable electronic transcript and an 
associated electronic exhibit, the apparatus comprising: at least one memory file in a 
computer readable medium; and at least one processor, wherein the at least one 
memory file in the computer readable medium comprises: one or more electronic 



i « 
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transcript files; one or more electronic exhibit files; and at least one operable link in the 
one or more electronic transcript files operably linking at least one of the one or more 
electronic transcript files and at least one electronic exhibit file of the one or more 
electronic exhibit files; the at least one processor comprises: a reader to read the at 
least one memory file from the computer readable medium; and a viewer to display the 
at least one memory file displayed, the viewer being configured to allow simultaneous 
display of the one or more electronic transcript and any operable electronically link 
electronic exhibits. For example, Przekop discloses a web-enabled method for 
distribution of transcript-synchronized video/audio recorder of legal proceedings to 

4 

collaborative workgroups, where the server provides storage for video/audio records 
and corresponding transcripts (Abstract section). The server-side software 
synchronizes transcript and video/audio record so that each transcript line is 
synchronized to corresponding portion of the video/audio record, each transcript line 
containing a selectable link to the corresponding portion of the video/audio record 
(Abstract section; paragraph 11), providing the benefit of allowing a quicker comparison 
of a deponent's demeanor with the transcript (para 7). The examiner characterizes the 
claimed exhibit file to include video/audio files accessible by a viewer (see specification, 
paragraph 21), and equivalent to the video/audio files discloses by Przekop (para 16), 
The user's can view the transcript and the associated video/audio in a browser (as 
shown in Fig 4; para 36). Przekop discloses a multi-frame web browser with video 
image presented in a first frame 401 and the transcript presented in a second frame 402 
(para 36; fig 4, items 401 and 402; para 42 "user wants to see text as well as video "), 
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which the examiner equates to the claimed "simultaneous display" because frames 401 
and 402 are displayed at the same time. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 08 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "the Examiner takes the position that the audio/video file is 
equivalent to the exhibit file. However, the applicant respectfully disagrees. In fact, 
Przekop et ai relates to only an electronic TRANSCRIPT file and is completely silent 
regarding an electronic exhibit file. In particular, Przekop et aL discloses providing 
synchronization of two versions of the electronic transcript file having essentially 
identical data contained in different formats, in other words, synchronizing the 
TEXTUAL electronic transcript file with the AUDIOA/IDEO electronic transcript file, a 
one-to-one link to a corresponding transcript audio/visual file. Thus, for at least this 
reason, claim 1 is not anticipated by Przekop et ai" (TRemarks, p. 9) 

The Examiner disagrees. 

Applicant disagrees with the Examiner's position that the audio/video file is 
equivalent to the exhibit file, however the Examiner's position merely states what 
applicant has disclosed within the specification. As Applicant explicitly stated within the 
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specification, section 0021, "the exhibits included within the computer program product 

may be in various digital formats, including for example, video, audio, video/audio " 

Therefore, based on Applicants own definition, the Examiner concludes Applicant 
argument has no merit and is thereby considered moot. 

Furthermore, the Przekop discloses each line of the transcript contains a 
selectable link to the video/audio record (0012). Since it is known and well established 
that court cases generally comprise a plurality of exhibits, the skill artisan can 
reasonably interpret the Przekop reference to be directed to not only one exhibit, but to 
a plurality of exhibits. Therefore, so as not to limit Przekop's invention to be 
unrealistically linked a single exhibit. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
. 5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136, The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JAMES DEBROW 
EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2176 
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